Il8                    DE     LESSEPS
of a mighty army directly threatening Westminster
itself. Inevitably he must conquer.
In the House of Commons on July yth, 1857, Mr.
Henry Berkeley, the member for Bristol, rose to ask
the First Lord of the Treasury " whether Her Majesty's
Government would use its influence with His Highness
the Sultan in support of an application which had been
made by the Viceroy of Egypt for the sanction of the
Sublime Porte to the construction of a ship canal across
the Isthmus of Suez, for which a concession had been
granted by the Viceroy to M. Ferdinand de Lesseps,
and which had received the approbation of the
principal cities, ports, and commercial towns of the
United Kingdom; and if any objection were enter-
tained by Her Majesty's Government to the under-
taking, to state the grounds of such objection."
Lord Palmerston was beleaguered, but he still held
out with a kind of reckless bravado. His answer was
both irritating and insulting, and hardly raised a laugh
or a " hear, hear " even from the Government benches.
" Her Majesty's Government certainly cannot under-
take to use their influence with the Sultan to induce
him to give permission for the construction of this canal,
because for the last fifteen years Her Majesty's Govern-
ment have used all the influence they possess at Con-
stantinople and in Egypt, to prevent that scheme from
being carried into execution. It is an undertaking
which, I believe, as regards its commercial character,
may be deemed to rank among the many bubble
schemes that from time to time have been palmed off
upon gullible capitalists. I believe that it is physically
impracticable, except at an expense which would be